Pre-Judging
When I was in America, I told the white and colored people that it was
incumbent upon them to be united or else there would be the shedding
of blood. I did not say more than this so that they might not be
saddened. But, indeed, there is a greater danger than only the shedding
of blood. It is the destruction of America.
`Abdu’l-Bahá, quoted in To Be One 129

O Children of Men! Know ye not why We created you all from the
same dust? That no one should exalt himself over the other. Ponder at
all times in your hearts how ye were created. Since We have created you
all from one same substance it is incumbent on you to be even as one
soul, to walk with the same feet, eat with the same mouth and dwell in
the same land, that from your inmost being, by your deeds and actions,
the signs of oneness and the essence of detachment may be made
manifest. Such is My counsel to you, O concourse of light! Heed ye this
counsel that ye may obtain the fruit of holiness from the tree of
wondrous glory.
Bahá’u’lláh, The Hidden Words of Bahá’u’lláh 20

He [Bahá’u’lláh] has said, and has guarded His statement by
rational proofs from the Holy Books, that the world of humanity is one
race, the surface of the earth one place of residence and that these
imaginary racial barriers and political boundaries are without right or
foundation.
`Abdu’l-Bahá, The Promulgation of Universal Peace 232

All humanity are the children of God; they belong to the same
family, to the same original race. There can be no multiplicity of races,
since all are the descendants of Adam. This signifies that racial
assumption and distinction are nothing but superstition. In the estimate
of God there are no English, French, Germans, Turkish or Persians. All
these in the presence of God are equal; they are of one race and creation;
God did not make these divisions. These distinctions have had their
origin in man himself. Therefore, as they are against the plan and
purpose of reality, they are false and imaginary. We are of one physical
race, even as we are of one physical plan of material body - each
endowed with two eyes, two ears, one head, two feet.
`Abdu’l-Bahá, The Promulgation of Universal Peace 299

O ye loved ones of the Lord! This is the hour when ye must
associate with all the earth’s peoples in extreme kindliness and love, and
be to them the signs and tokens of God’s great mercy. Ye must become
the very soul of the world, the living spirit in the body of the children of
men. In this wondrous Age, at this time when the Ancient Beauty, the
Most Great Name, bearing unnumbered gifts, hath risen above the

horizon of the world, the Word of God hath infused such awesome power
into the inmost essence of humankind that He hath stripped men’s
human qualities of all effect, and hath, with His all-conquering might,
unified the peoples in a vast sea of oneness.
`Abdu’l-Bahá, Selections from the Writings of `Abdu’l-Bahá 20

World order can be founded only on an unshakable consciousness
of the oneness of mankind, a spiritual truth which all the human
sciences confirm. Anthropology, psychology, recognize only one human
species, albeit infinitely varied in the secondary aspects of life.
Recognition of this truth requires abandonment of prejudice - prejudice
of every kind - race, class, color, creed, nation, sex, degree of material
civilization, everything which enables people to consider themselves
superior to others.
The Universal House of Justice, letter dated 10/85 to peoples of the world in The Promise of
World Peace 28-29

Let us now discover more specifically how he [man] is the image
and likeness of God, and what is the standard or criterion by which he
can be measured and estimated. This standard can be no other than the
divine virtues which are revealed in him. Therefore, every man imbued
with divine qualities, who reflects heavenly moralities and perfections,
who is the expression of ideal and praiseworthy attributes, is, verily, in
the image and likeness of God. If a man possesses wealth, can we call
him an image and likeness of God? Or is human honor and notoriety the
criterion of divine nearness? Can we apply the test of racial color and
say that man of a certain hue - white, black, brown, yellow, red - is the
true image of his Creator? We must conclude that color is not the
standard and estimate of judgement and that it is of no importance, for
color is accidental in nature. The spirit and intelligence of man is
essential, and that is the manifestation of divine virtues, the merciful
bestowals of God, the eternal life and baptism through the Holy Spirit.
Therefore be it known that color or race is of no importance. He who is
the image and likeness of God, who is the manifestation of the bestowals
of God, is acceptable at the threshold of God - whether his color be white,
black or brown; it matters not. Man is not man simply because of bodily
attributes. The standard of divine measure and judgement is his
intelligence and spirit.
Therefore, let this be the only criterion and estimate, for this is the
image and likeness of God. A man’s heart may be pure and white though
his outer skin be black; or his heart be dark and sinful though his racial
color is white. The character and purity of the heart is of all importance.
The heart illumined by the light of God is nearest and dearest to God, an
inasmuch as God has endowed man with such favor that he is called the
image of God, this is truly a supreme perfection of attainment, a divine
station which is not to be sacrificed by the mere accident of color.

`Abdu’l-Bahá, The Promulgation of Universal Peace 70

In the Kingdom of God no distinction is made as to the color of the
skin, whether it be black or white; nay, rather the heart and soul are
considered. If the spirit is pure, the face is illumined, although it be
black. If the heart is stained, the face is dull and despondent, although it
may be of the utmost beauty. The color of the pupils of the eye is black,
yet they are the fountains of light.
Although white is conspicuous, yet seven colors are hidden and
concealed therein. Therefore whiteness and blackness have no
importance; nay, rather true judgement is based upon the soul and
heart.
`Abdu’l-Bahá, newly authorized translation attached to letter dated 2/4/85 on behalf of
the Universal House of Justice to National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’is of the United States

In the human kingdom itself there are points of contact, properties
common to all mankind; likewise, there are points of distinction which
separate race from race, individual from individual. If the points of
contact, which are the common properties of humanity, overcome the
peculiar points of distinction, unity is assured. On the other hand, if the
points of differentiation overcome the points of agreement, disunity and
weakness result. One of the important questions which affect the unity
and the solidarity of mankind is the fellowship and equality of the white
and colored races. Between these two races certain points of agreement
and points of distinction exist which warrant just and mutual
consideration. The points of contact are many; for in the material or
physical plane of being, both are constituted alike and exist under the
same law of growth and bodily development. Furthermore, both live and
move in the plane of the senses and are endowed with human
intelligence. There are many other mutual qualifications. In this country,
the United States of America, patriotism is common to both races; all
have equal rights to citizenship, speak one language, receive the
blessings of the same civilization, and follow the precepts of the same
religion. In fact numerous points of partnership and agreement exist
between the two races; whereas the one point of distinction is that of
color. Shall this, the least of all distinctions, be allowed to separate you
as races and individuals? In physical bodies, in the law of growth, in
sense endowment, intelligence, patriotism, language, citizenship,
civilization and religion you are one and the same. A single point of
distinction exists - that of racial color. God is not pleased with - neither
should any reasonable or intelligent man be willing to recognize inequality in the races because of this distinction.
But there is need of a superior power to overcome human
prejudices, a power which nothing in the world of mankind can
withstand and which will overshadow the effect of all other forces at work
in human conditions. That irresistible power is the love of God. It is my

hope and prayer that it may destroy the prejudice of this one point of
distinction between you and unite you all permanently under its
hallowed protection.
`Abdu’l-Bahá, The Promulgation of Universal Peace 67-68

O Son of Being! Love Me, that I may love thee. If thou lovest Me
not, My love can in no wise reach thee. Know this, O servant.
Bahá’u’lláh, The Hidden Words of Bahá’u’lláh 4

Know thou of a certainty that Love is the secret of God’s holy
Dispensation, the manifestation of the All-Merciful, the fountain of
spiritual outpourings. Love is the cause of God’s revelation unto man,
the vital bond inherent, in accordance with divine creation, in the
realities of things. Love is the one means that ensureth true felicity both
in this world and the next. Love is the light that guideth in darkness, the
living link that uniteth God with man, that assureth the progress of every
illumined soul. Love is the most great law that ruleth this mighty and
heavenly cycle, the unique power that bindeth together the diverse
elements of this material world, the supreme magnetic force that
directeth the movement of the spheres in the celestial realms. Love
revealeth with unfailing and limitless power the mysteries latent in the
universe. Love is the spirit of life unto the adorned body of mankind, the
establisher of true civilization in this mortal world, and the shedder of
imperishable glory upon every high-aiming race and nation.
Whatsoever people is graciously favored therewith by God, its
name shall surely be magnified and extolled by the Concourse from on
high, by the company of angels, and the denizens of the Abhá Kingdom.
And whatsoever people turneth its heart away from this Divine Love - the
revelation of the Merciful - shall err grievously, shall fall into despair, and
be utterly destroyed. That people shall be denied all refuge, shall become
even as the vilest creatures of the earth, victims of degradation and
shame.
O ye beloved of the Lord! Strive to become the manifestations of
the love of God, the lamps of divine guidance shining amongst the
kindreds of the earth with the light of love and concord.
`Abdu’l-Bahá, Selections from the Writings of `Abdu’l-Bahá 27-28

In truth, the fruit of human existence is the love of God, for this
love is the spirit of life, and the eternal bounty. If the love of God did not
exist, the contingent world would be in darkness; if the love of God did
not exist, the hearts of men would be dead, and deprived of the
sensations of existence; if the love of God did not exist, spiritual union
would be lost; if the love of God did not exist, the light of unity would not
illuminate humanity; if the love of God did not exist, the East and West,
like two lovers, would not embrace each other; if the love of God did not

exist, division and disunion would not be changed into fraternity; if the
love of God did not exist, indifference would not end in affection; if the
love of God did not exist, the stranger would not become the friend. The
love of the human world has shone forth from the love of God and has
appeared by the bounty and grace of God.
It is clear that the reality of mankind is diverse, that opinions are
various and sentiments different; and this difference among the human
species arises from essential necessity; for the differences in the degrees
of existence of creatures is one of the necessities of existence, which
unfolds itself in infinite forms. Therefore, we have need of a general
power which may dominate the sentiments, the opinions and the
thoughts of all, thanks to which these divisions may no longer have
effect, and all individuals may be brought under the influence of the
unity of the world of humanity. It is clear and evident that this greatest
power in the human world is the love of God. It brings the different
peoples under the shadow of the tent of affection; it gives to the
antagonistic and the hostile nations and families the greatest love and
union.
`Abdu’l-Bahá, Some Answered Questions 301

Today the world of humanity is walking in darkness because it is
out of touch with the world of God. That is why we do not see the signs of
God in the hearts of men. The power of the Holy Spirit has no influence.
When a divine spiritual illumination becomes manifest in the world of
humanity, when divine instruction and guidance appear, then
enlightenment follows, a new spirit is realized within, a new power
descends, and a new life is given. It is like the birth from the animal
kingdom into the kingdom of man. When man acquires these virtues, the
oneness of the world of humanity will be revealed, the banner of
international peace will be upraised, equality between all mankind will be
realized, and the Orient and Occident will become one. Then will the
justice of God become manifest, all humanity will appear as the members
of one family, and every member of that family will be consecrated to
cooperation and mutual assistance. The lights of the love of God will
shine; eternal happiness will be unveiled; everlasting joy and spiritual
delight will be attained.
`Abdu’l-Bahá, The Promulgation of Universal Peace 305

Humanity, torn with dissension and burning with hate, is crying at
this hour for a fuller measure of that love which is born of God, that love
which in the last resort will prove the one solvent of its incalculable
difficulties and problems. Is it not incumbent upon us, whose hearts are
aglow with love for Him, to make still greater effort, to manifest that love
in all its purity and power in our dealings with our fellowmen? May our
love of our beloved Master, so ardent, so disinterested in all its aspects,

find its true expression in love for our fellow-brethren and sisters in the
faith as well as for all mankind. I assure you, dear friends, that progress
in such matters as these is limitless and infinite, and that upon the
extent of our achievements along this line will ultimately depend the
success of our mission in life.
Shoghi Effendi, letter dated 2/23/24 to Bahá’is throughout America, in Bahá’i
Administration 62

Deal ye one with another with the utmost love and harmony, with
friendliness and fellowship. He Who is the Daystar of Truth beareth Me
witness! So powerful is the light of unity that it can illuminate the whole
earth. The one true God, He Who knoweth all things, Himself testifeth to
the truth of these words.
Exert yourselves that ye may attain this transcendent and most
sublime station, the station that can ensure the protection and security
of all mankind. This goal excelleth every other goal, and this aspiration is
the monarch of all aspirations.
Bahá’u’lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh 288

Consider how men for generations have been blindly imitating their
fathers, and have been trained according to such ways and manners as
have been laid down by the dictates of their Faith.
Bahá’u’lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh 26

In order to find truth we must give up our prejudices, our own
small trivial notions; an open receptive mind is essential. If our chalice is
full of self, there is no room in it for the water of life. The fact that we
imagine ourselves to be right and everybody else wrong is the greatest of
all obstacles in the path towards unity, and unity is necessary if we
would reach truth, for truth is one.
`Abdu’l-Bahá, Paris Talks 136

Both sides [whites and blacks] have prejudices to overcome; one,
the prejudice which is built up in the minds of a people who have
conquered and imposed their will, and the other the reactionary
prejudice of those who have been conquered and sorely put upon.
On behalf of Shoghi Effendi, letter date 5/27/57 to Bahá’i Inter-racial Teaching Committee,
in To Move the World 294

I shall ask you a question. Did God create us for love or for
enmity? Did He create us for peace or discord? Surely He has created
us for love; therefore, we should live in accordance with His will. Do not
listen to anything that is prejudiced, for self-interest prompts men to be
prejudiced. They are thoughtful only of their own will and purposes. They
live and move in darkness.
`Abdu’l-Bahá, The Promulgation of Universal Peace 42

To bring the white and the black together is considered impossible
and unfeasible, but the breaths of the Holy Spirit will bring about this
union.
. . . the enmity and hatred which exist between the white and the
black races is very dangerous and their is no doubt that it will end in
bloodshed unless the influence of the Word of God, the breaths of the
Holy Spirit and the teachings of Bahá’u’lláh are diffused amongst them
and harmony is established between the two races.
They must destroy the foundation of enmity and rancor and lay the
basis of love and affinity. The power of the Teachings of Bahá’u’lláh will
remove this danger from America.
`Abdu’l-Bahá, newly authorized translation attached to letter dated 2/4/85 on behalf of
the Universal House of Justice to National Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’is of the United States.

Intense is the hatred, in America, between black and white, but my
hope is that the power of the Kingdom will bind these two in friendship,
and serve them as a healing balm.
Let them look not upon a man’s color but upon his heart. If the
heart be filled with light, that man is nigh unto the threshold of his Lord;
but if not, that man is careless of his Lord, be he white or be he black.
`Abdu’l-Bahá, Selections from the Writings of `Abdu’l-Bahá 113

The principle of the Oneness of Mankind, as proclaimed by
Bahá’u’lláh, carries with it no more and no less than a solemn assertion
that attainment to this final stage in this stupendous evolution is not
only necessary but inevitable, that its realization is fast approaching, and
that nothing short of a power that is born of God can succeed in
establishing it.
Shoghi Effendi, letter dated 11/28/31 to Fellow-believers in the Faith of Bahá’u’lláh, in The
World Order of Bahá’u’lláh 43

As to racial prejudice, the corrosion of which, for well nigh a
century, has bitten into the fiber, and attacked the whole social structure
of American society, it should be regarded as constituting the most vital
and challenging issue confronting the Bahá’i community at the present
stage of its evolution. The ceaseless exertions which this issue of
paramount importance calls for, the sacrifices it must impose, the care
and vigilance it demands, the moral courage and fortitude it requires, the
tact and sympathy it necessitates, invest this problem, which the
American believers are still far from having satisfactorily resolved, with
an urgency and importance that cannot be overestimated.
Shoghi Effendi, The Advent of Divine Justice 33-34

Freedom from racial prejudice, in any of its forms should, at such
a time as this when an increasingly large section of the human race is

falling a victim to its devastating ferocity, be adopted as the watchword of
the entire body of the American believers, in whichever state they reside,
in whatever circles they move. whatever their age, traditions, tastes, and
habits. It should be consistently demonstrated in every phase of their
activity and life, whether in the Bahá’i community or outside it, in public
or in private, formally as well as informally, individually as well as in
their official capacity as organized groups, committees and Assemblies. It
should be deliberately cultivated through the various and everyday
opportunities, no matter how insignificant, that present themselves,
whether in their homes, their business offices, their schools and colleges,
their social parties and recreation grounds, their Bahá’i meetings,
conferences, conventions, summer schools and Assemblies.
Shoghi Effendi, The Advent of Divine Justice 36

A tremendous effort is required by both races [white and black] if
their outlook, their manners, and conduct are to reflect, in this darkened
age, the spirit and teachings of the Faith of Bahá’u’lláh. Casting away
once and for all the fallacious doctrine of racial superiority, with all its
attendant evils, confusion, and miseries, and welcoming and encouraging
the intermixture of races, and tearing down the barriers that now divide
them, they should each endeavor, day and night, to fulfill their particular
responsibilities in the common task which so urgently faces them.
Shoghi Effendi, The Advent of Divine Justice 39-40

[“Complete freedom from prejudice”] should be the immediate, the
universal, and the chief concern of all and sundry members of the Bahá’i
community, of whatever age, rank, experience, class, or color, as all, with
no exception, must face its challenging implications, and none can claim,
however much he may have progressed along this line, to have
completely discharged the stern responsibilities which it inculcates.
Shoghi Effendi, The Advent of Divine Justice 22

The oneness of mankind is the fundamental basis upon which the
World Order of Bahá’u’lláh is built. Therefore the Bahá’is must carry into
their lives and into their activities the ideals which Bahá’u’lláh has
taught of the unity of the human race.
At such a time as this the believers must take a very firm and
strong stand on the racial issue so that there may be no
misunderstanding on anyone’s part as to just how the Bahá’is view this
all-important subject.
This does not mean that the Bahá’is should enter into specific
controversies which may rage; but it does mean that we should take our
stand in behalf of the unity of the human family and the oneness of
mankind; and there is no reason why we should not let the people know.

This of course requires great consideration and consultation amongst the
believers and particularly the local Assemblies in the areas involved.
The Guardian is praying that this serious problem may find
solution in the hearts of the people because its ultimate solution rests
with the individual who has become imbued with the ideal of unity and
in that field there is no place for segregation.
On behalf of Shoghi Effendi, letter dated 10/27/57 to Lydia Martin, in Bahá’i News, no. 324
(Feb. 1958) 4

Racism, one of the most baneful and persistent evils, is a major
barrier to peace. Its practice perpetrates too outrageous a violation of the
dignity of human beings to be countenanced under any pretext. Racism
retards the unfoldment of the boundless potentialities of its victims,
corrupts its perpetrators, and blights human progress. Recognition of the
oneness of mankind, implemented by appropriate legal measures, must
be universally upheld if this problem is to be overcome.
The Universal House of Justice, letter dated 10/85 to peoples of the world in The Promise of
World Peace 25

This question of the union of the white and the black is very
important,“He [`Abdu’l-Bahá] warns, ”for if it is not realized, erelong great
difficulties will arise and harmful results will follow.“ ”If this matter
remaineth without change.“ is yet another warning, ”enmity will be
increased day by day, and the final result will be hardship and may end
in bloodshed.“
. . . Let them [the black and the white races], while each is
attempting to contribute its share to the solution of this perplexing
problem, call to mind the warnings of `Abdu’l-Bahá, and visualize, while
there is yet time, the dire consequences that must follow if this
challenging and unhappy situation that faces the entire American nation
is not definitely remedied.
Shoghi Effendi, The Advent of Divine Justice 39-40

No less serious [than American moral laxity, crass materialism,
and the arms race] is the stress and strain imposed on the fabric of
American society through the fundamental and persistent neglect, by the
governed and the governors alike, of the supreme, the inescapable and
urgent duty - so repeatedly and graphically represented and stressed by
`Abdu’l-Bahá in His arraignment of the basic weakness in the social
fabric of the nation - of remedying, while there is yet time, though a
revolutionary change in the concept and attitude of the average white
American toward his Negro fellow citizen, a situation which, if allowed to
drift, will, in the words of `Abdu’l-Bahá, cause the streets of American
cities to run with blood, aggravating thereby the havoc which the fearful
weapons of destruction, raining from the air, and amassed by a ruthless,

a vigilant, a powerful and inveterate enemy, will wreak upon those same
cities.
. . .These same fiery tribulations will not only firmly weld the
American nation to its sister nations in both hemispheres, but will . . .
purge it thoroughly of the accumulated dross which ingrained racial
prejudice, rampant materialism, widespread ungodliness and moral
laxity have combined . . . to produce, and which have prevented her thus
far from assuming the role of world spiritual leadership forecast by
`Abdu’l-Bahá’s unerring pen - a role which she is bound to fulfill through
travail and sorrow.
Shoghi Effendi, letter dated 7/28/54, in Citadel OF Faith 126-27

Consort together in brotherly love, be ready to lay down your lives
one for the other, and not only for those who are dear to you, but for all
humanity. Look upon the whole human race as members of one family,
all children of God; and, in so doing, you will see no difference between
them.
`Abdu’l-Bahá, Paris Talks 160

I charge you all that each one of you concentrate all the thoughts
of your heart on love and unity. When a thought of war comes, oppose it
by a stronger thought of peace. A thought of hatred must be destroyed by
a more powerful thought of love. Thoughts of war bring destruction to all
harmony, well-being, restfulness and content.
Thoughts of love are constructive of brotherhood, peace,
friendship, and happiness.
When soldiers of the world draw their swords to kill, soldiers of
God clasp each other’s hands! So may all the savagery of man disappear
by the Mercy of God, working through the pure in heart and the sincere
of soul. Do not think the peace of the world an ideal impossible to attain!
Nothing is impossible to the Divine Benevolence of God.
If you desire with all your heart, friendship with every race on
earth, your thought, spiritual and positive, will spread; it will become the
desire of others, growing stronger and stronger, until it reaches the
minds of all men.
Do not despair! Work steadily. Sincerity and love will conquer
hate. How many seemingly impossible events are coming to pass in these
days! Set your faces steadily towards the Light of the World. Show love
to all; ”Love is the breath of the Holy Spirit in the heart of Man.“ Take
courage! God never forsakes His children who strive and work and pray!

Let your hearts be filled with the strenuous desire that tranquillity and
harmony may encircle all this warring world. So will success crown your
efforts, and with the universal brotherhood will come the Kingdom of God
in peace and goodwill.
In this room today are members of many races, French, American,
English, German, Italian, brothers and sisters meeting in friendship and
harmony! Let this gathering be a foreshadowing of what will, in very
truth, take place in this world, when every child of God realizes that they
are leaves of one tree, flowers in one garden, drops in one ocean, and
sons and daughters of one Father, whose name is love!
`Abdu’l-Bahá, Paris Talks 29-30

Let the white make a supreme effort in their resolve to contribute
their share to the solution of this problem, to abandon once for all their
usually inherent and at time subconscious sense of superiority, to
correct their tendency towards revealing a patronizing attitude towards
the members of the other race, to persuade them through their intimate,
spontaneous and informal association with them of the genuineness of
their friendship and the sincerity of their intentions, and to master their
impatience of any lack of responsiveness on the part of a people who
have received, for so long a period, such grievous and slow-healing
wounds. Let the Negroes, through a corresponding effort on their part,
show by every means in their power the warmth of their response, their
readiness to forget the past, and their ability to wipe out every trace of
suspicion that may still linger in their hearts and minds. Let neither
think that the solution of so vast a problem is a matter that exclusively
concerns the other. Let neither think that such a problem can either
easily or immediately be resolved. Let neither think that they can wait
confidently for the solution of this problem until the initiative has been
taken, and the favorable circumstances created, by agencies that stand
outside the orbit of their Faith. Let neither think that anything short of
genuine love, extreme patience, true humility, consummate tact, sound
initiative, mature wisdom, and deliberate, persistent, and prayerful
effort, can succeed in blotting out the stain which this patent evil has left
on the fair name of their common country. Let them rather believe, and
be firmly convinced, that on their mutual understanding, their amity,
and sustained cooperation, must depend, more than on any other force
or organization operating outside the circle of their Faith, the deflection
of that dangerous course so greatly feared by `Abdu’l-Bahá, and the
materialization of the hopes He cherished for their joint contribution to
the fulfillment of that country’s glorious destiny.
Shoghi Effendi, The Advent of Divine Justice 40-41

He does not doubt - though it grieves him to have to admit it - that
there are believers who have not overcome their racial prejudices. The

Bahá’is are not perfect, but they have made a great step forward by
embracing the Faith of God. We must be patient with each other, and
realize that each one of us has some faults to overcome, of one kind or
another.
You, he feels need to use greater wisdom and forebearance in
dealing with your fellow-Bahá’is and with difficult situations. To be
courageous - as you evidently are - to rebel against the injustices of race
prejudice and fight them, is not enough, you must also show some
patience for those who suffer from this terrible American ailment of
Negro prejudice and act with wisdom in overcoming it, instead of going at
it so vehemently that you alienate the Bahá’is, instead of leading them to
greater manifestations of the Bahá’i spirit of brotherhood and racial
amity. . . .
On Behalf of Shoghi Effendi, letter sent during 1949 to individual believer, in Lights of
Guidance 409-10

White American Bahá’is, he feels, although they have very much
less prejudice than the American people, are nevertheless tainted to
some extent with this national evil, perhaps wholly unconsciously so.
Therefore, it behooves every believer of white extraction to carefully study
his own attitude, and to see whether he is condescending in his relations
with his fellow-Bahá’is of Negro extraction. . . .
On behalf of Shoghi Effendi, letter dated 5/27/57 to Inter-racial Teaching Committee, in To
Move the World 293

Nothing will so deeply affect the hearts of people who have been
hurt and offended by the attitude of white supremacy as to consort with
them as full equals - as indeed they as. . . .
On behalf of Shoghi Effendi, letter dated 2/2/56 to individual believer, attached to letter
dated 2/4/85 on behalf of the Universal House of Justice to Nation Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’is
of the United States.

It is incumbent upon every man of insight and understanding to
strive to translate that which hath been written into reality and action. . .
.
Bahá’u’lláh, Gleanings from the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh 250

The friends must, at all times, bear in mind that they are, in a way,
like soldiers under attack. The world is at present in an exceedingly dark
condition spiritually; hatred and prejudice of every sort are literally
tearing it to pieces. We, on the other hand, are the custodians of the
opposite forces, the forces of love, of unity, of peace and integration, and
we must continually be on our guard, whether as individuals or as an
Assembly or Community, lest through us these destructive, negative
forces enter into our midst. In other words, we must beware lest the
darkness of society become reflected in our acts and attitudes, perhaps
all unconsciously. Love for each other, the deep sense that we are a new

organism, the dawn-breakers of a New World Order, must constantly
animate our Bahá’i lives, and we must pray to be protected from the
contamination of society which is so diseased with prejudice.
On behalf of Shoghi Effendi, letter dated 2/5/47 to Spiritual Assembly of the Bahá’is of
Atlanta, Georgia, in Bahá’i News, no. 210 (Aug. 1948) 2

Bahá’is . . . know the goal they are working towards and know
what they must do, step by step, to attain it. Their whole energy is
directed towards the building of the good, a good which has such a
positive strength that in the face of it the multitude of evils - which are in
essence negative - will fade away and be no more. To enter into the
quixotic tournament of demolishing one by one the evils in the world is,
to a Bahá’i, a vain waste of time and effort. His whole life is directed
towards proclaiming the Message of Bahá’u’lláh, reviving the spiritual life
of his fellowmen, uniting them in a divinely created World Order, and
then, as that Order grows in strength and influence, he will see the
power of that Message transforming the whole of human society and
progressively solving the problems and removing the injustices which
have so long bedeviled the world.
The Universal House of Justice, quoted. in letter dated 7/7/76 and written on behalf of the
Universal House of Justice to individual believer.

Two great processes are at work in the world; the great Plan of
God, tumultuous in its progress, working through mankind as a whole,
tearing down barriers to world unity and forging humankind into a
unified body in the fires of suffering and experience. This process will
produce, in God’s due time, the Lesser Peace, the political unification of
the world. Mankind at that time can be likened to a body that is unified
but without life. The second process, the task of breathing life into this
unified body - of creating true unity and spirituality culminating in the
Most Great Peace - is that of the Bahá’is, who are laboring consciously,
with detailed instructions and continued Divine guidance, to erect the
fabric of the Kingdom of God on earth, into which they call their
fellowmen, thus conferring upon them eternal life.
The Universal House of Justice, letter dated 12/8/67 to individual believer, in Wellspring of
Guidance 133-34

Know ye the valve of this time. Strive ye with all your hearts, raise
up your voices and shout, until this dark world be filled with light, and
this narrow place of shadows be widened out, and this dust heap of a
fleeting moment be changed into a mirror for the eternal gardens of
heaven, and this globe of earth receive its portion of celestial grace.
Then will aggression crumble away, and all that maketh for
disunity be destroyed, and the structure of oneness be raised - that the
Blessed Tree may cast its shade over east and west, and the Tabernacle
of the singleness of man be set up on the high summits, and flags that
betoken love and fellowship flutter from their staffs around the world

until the sea of truth lift high it waves, and earth bring forth the roses
and sweet herbs of blessings without end, and become from pole to pole
the Abhá Paradise.
`Abdu’l-Bahá, Selections from the Writings of `Abdu’l-Bahá 36

I will pray, and you must pray, likewise, that . . . strife and enmity
may be banished, warfare and bloodshed taken away; that hearts may
attain ideal communication and that all people may drink from the same
fountain. May they receive their knowledge from the same divine source.
May all hearts become illumined with the rays of the Sun of Reality; may
all of them enter the university of God, acquire spiritual virtues and seek
for themselves heavenly bounties. Then this material, phenomenal world
will become the mirror of the world of God, and within this pure mirror
the divine virtues of the realm of might will be reflected.
`Abdu’l-Bahá, The Promulgation of Universal Peace 305

- 30 -

