Quotes on Happiness, Joy, Contentment by Bahá'u'lláh
Happy
Say: From My laws the sweet smelling savour of My garment can
be smelled, and by their aid the standards of Victory will be planted upon
the highest peaks. The Tongue of My power hath, from the heaven of My
omnipotent glory, addressed to My creation these words: "Observe My
commandments, for the love of My beauty." Happy is the lover that hath
inhaled the divine fragrance of his Best-Beloved from these words, laden
with the perfume of a grace which no tongue can describe. By My life! He
who hath drunk the choice wine of fairness from the hands of My
bountiful favour, will circle around My commandments that shine above
the Dayspring of My creation. Think not that We have revealed unto you
a mere code of laws. Nay, rather, We have unsealed the choice Wine with
the fingers of might and power. To this beareth witness that which the
Pen of Revelation hath revealed. Meditate upon this, O men of insight!
(Synopsis of the Kitab-i-Aqdas, page 12)

20. Happy are ye, O ye the learned ones in Baha. By the Lord! Ye are the
billows of the Most Mighty Ocean, the stars of the firmament of Glory,
the standards of triumph waving betwixt earth and heaven. Ye are the
manifestations of steadfastness amidst men and the daysprings of Divine
Utterance to all that dwell on earth. Well is it with him that turneth unto
you and woe betide the froward. This day, it behoveth whoso hath
quaffed the Mystic Wine of Everlasting Life from the Hands of the lovingkindness of the Lord his God, the Merciful, to pulsate even as the
throbbing artery in the body of mankind, that through him may be
quickened the world and every crumbling bone.
(Synopsis of the Kitab-i-Aqdas, page 27)

Happy the man that cleaveth fast unto them, and recognizeth their
virtue, and woe betide him that denieth their station."
(Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, page 23)

In truth, knowledge is a veritable treasure for man, and a source of
glory, of bounty, of joy, of exaltation, of cheer and gladness unto him.
Happy the man that cleaveth unto it, and woe betide the heedless. It is
incumbent upon thee to summon the people, under all conditions, to
whatever will cause them to show forth spiritual characteristics and
goodly deeds, so that all may become aware of that which is the cause of
human upliftment, and may, with the utmost endeavor, direct
themselves towards the most sublime Station and the Pinnacle of Glory.
The fear of God hath ever been the prime factor in the education of His
creatures. Well is it with them that have attained thereunto!
(Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, page 27)
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O Shaykh! No breeze can compare with the breezes of Divine
Revelation, whilst the Word which is uttered by God shineth and flasheth
as the sun amidst the books of men. Happy the man that hath
discovered it, and recognized it, and said: "Praised be Thou, Who art the
Desire of the world, and thanks be to Thee, O Well-Beloved of the hearts
of such as are devoted to Thee!"
(Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, pages 42-43)

Say: He Who is the Unconditioned is come, in the clouds of light,
that He may quicken all created things with the breezes of His Name, the
Most Merciful, and unify the world, and gather all men around this Table
which hath been sent down from heaven. Beware that ye deny not the
favor of God after it hath been sent down unto you. Better is this for you
than that which ye possess; for that which is yours perisheth, whilst that
which is with God endureth. He, in truth, ordaineth what He pleaseth.
Verily, the breezes of forgiveness have been wafted from the direction of
your Lord, the God of Mercy; whoso turneth thereunto, shall be cleansed
of his sins, and of all pain and sickness. Happy the man that hath
turned towards them, and woe betide him that hath turned aside. "Wert
thou to incline thine inner ear unto all created things, thou wouldst
hear: 'The Ancient of Days is come in His great glory!' Everything
celebrateth the praise of its Lord. Some have known God and remember
Him; others remember Him, yet know Him not. Thus have We set down
Our decree in a perspicuous Tablet.
(Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, pages 46-47)

"The breezes of the Most Merciful have passed over all created
things; happy the man that hath discovered their fragrance, and set
himself towards them with a sound heart. Attire thy temple with the
ornament of My Name, and thy tongue with remembrance of Me, and
thine heart with love for Me, the Almighty, the Most High. We have
desired for thee naught except that which is better for thee than what
thou dost possess and all the treasures of the earth.

(Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, page 48)

We have admonished Our loved ones to fear God, a fear which is
the fountain-head of all goodly deeds and virtues. It is the commander of
the hosts of justice in the city of Baha. Happy the man that hath entered
the shadow of its luminous standard, and laid fast hold thereon. He,
verily, is of the Companions of the Crimson Ark, which hath been
mentioned in the Qayyum-i-Asma. Say: O people of God! Adorn your
temples with the adornment of trustworthiness and piety. Help, then,
your Lord with the hosts of goodly deeds and a praiseworthy character.
We have forbidden you dissension and conflict in My Books, and My
Scriptures, and My Scrolls, and My Tablets, and have wished thereby
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naught else save your exaltation and advancement. Unto this testify the
heavens and the stars thereof, and the sun and the radiance thereof, and
the trees and the leaves thereof, and the seas and the waves thereof, and
the earth and the treasures thereof. We pray God to assist His loved
ones, and aid them in that which beseemeth them in this blest, this
mighty, and wondrous station.
(Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, page 135)

The Cause of God hath come as a token of His grace. Happy are
they who act; happy are they who understand; happy the man that hath
clung unto the truth, detached from all that is in the heavens and all
that is on earth. O Shaykh! Seek thou the shore of the Most Great
Ocean, and enter, then, the Crimson Ark which God hath ordained in the
Qayyum-i-Asma for the people of Baha. Verily, it passeth over land and
sea. He that entereth therein is saved, and he that turneth aside
perisheth.
(Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, page 139)

We have in truth rent the veils asunder and disclosed that which
will draw men nigh unto God, Who layeth low the necks of men. Happy
the man that hath attained unto justice and equity in this Grace that
hath encompassed all that is in the heavens and all that is on earth, as
bidden by God, the Lord of the worlds.
(Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, page 143)

Amos saith: "The Lord will roar from Zion, and utter His Voice from
Jerusalem; and the habitations of the shepherds shall mourn, and the
top of Carmel shall wither." Carmel, in the Book of God, hath been
designated as the Hill of God, and His Vineyard. It is here that, by the
grace of the Lord of Revelation, the Tabernacle of Glory hath been raised.
Happy are they that attain thereunto; happy they that set their faces
towards it. And likewise He saith: "Our God will come, and He will not be
silent."
(Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, page 145)

Happy are the fair-minded.

(Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, page 162)

The duty of long years of love obey And tell the tale of happy days gone
by, That land and sky may laugh aloud today, And it may gladden mind
and heart and eye.
(The Four Valleys, page 60)

IV. This is the Day in which God's most excellent favors have been
poured out upon men, the Day in which His most mighty grace hath
been infused into all created things. It is incumbent upon all the peoples
of the world to reconcile their differences, and, with perfect unity and
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peace, abide beneath the shadow of the Tree of His care and lovingkindness. It behoveth them to cleave to whatsoever will, in this Day, be
conducive to the exaltation of their stations, and to the promotion of
their best interests. Happy are those whom the all-glorious Pen was
moved to remember, and blessed are those men whose names, by virtue
of Our inscrutable decree, We have preferred to conceal. Beseech ye the
one true God to grant that all men may be graciously assisted to fulfil
that which is acceptable in Our sight. Soon will the present-day order be
rolled up, and a new one spread out in its stead. Verily, thy Lord
speaketh the truth, and is the Knower of things unseen.
(Gleanings, pages 6-7)

Whoso hath searched the depths of the oceans that lie hid within
these exalted words, and fathomed their import, can be said to have
discovered a glimmer of the unspeakable glory with which this mighty,
this sublime, and most holy Revelation hath been endowed. From the
excellence of so great a Revelation the honor with which its faithful
followers must needs be invested can be well imagined. By the
righteousness of the one true God! The very breath of these souls is in
itself richer than all the treasures of the earth. Happy is the man that
hath attained thereunto, and woe betide the heedless.
(Gleanings, page 10)

X. The time foreordained unto the peoples and kindreds of the earth is
now come. The promises of God, as recorded in the holy Scriptures,
have all been fulfilled. Out of Zion hath gone forth the Law of God, and
Jerusalem, and the hills and land thereof, are filled with the glory of His
Revelation. Happy is the man that pondereth in his heart that which
hath been revealed in the Books of God, the Help in Peril, the SelfSubsisting. Meditate upon this, O ye beloved of God, and let your ears
be attentive unto His Word, so that ye may, by His grace and mercy,
drink your fill from the crystal waters of constancy, and become as
steadfast and immovable as the mountain in His Cause.
(Gleanings, pages 12-13)

The Best-Beloved is come. In His right hand is the sealed Wine of
His name. Happy is the man that turneth unto Him, and drinketh his
fill, and exclaimeth: "Praise be to Thee, O Revealer of the signs of God!"
By the righteousness of the Almighty! Every hidden thing hath been
manifested through the power of truth. All the favors of God have been
sent down, as a token of His grace. The waters of everlasting life have, in
their fullness, been proffered unto men. Every single cup hath been
borne round by the hand of the Well-Beloved. Draw near, and tarry not,
though it be for one short moment.
(Gleanings, page 34)
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XXVIII. Happy is the man who will arise to serve My Cause, and glorify
My beauteous Name. Take hold of My Book with the power of My might,
and cleave tenaciously to whatsoever commandment thy Lord, the
Ordainer, the All-Wise, hath prescribed therein.
(Gleanings, page 69)

Happy are those that inhale from thee the sweet savors of the Merciful,
that acknowledge thine exaltation, that safeguard thy sanctity, that
reverence, at all times, thy station. We implore the Almighty to grant
that the eyes of those who have turned away from thee, and failed to
appreciate thy worth, may be opened, that they may truly recognize thee,
and Him Who, through the power of truth, hath raised thee up on high.
Blind, indeed, are they about thee, and utterly unaware of thee in this
day. Thy Lord is, verily, the Gracious, the Forgiving.

(Gleanings, page 113)

It is the city in which the sweet savors of reunion have breathed,
which have caused the sincere lovers of God to draw nigh unto Him, and
to gain access to the Habitation of holiness and beauty. Happy is the
wayfarer that directeth his steps towards this city, that gaineth
admittance into it, and quaffeth the wine of reunion, through the
outpouring grace of his Lord, the Gracious, the All Praised.
(Gleanings, page 121)

Say: Rejoice not in the things ye possess; tonight they are yours,
tomorrow others will possess them. Thus warneth you He Who is the AllKnowing, the All-Informed. Say: Can ye claim that what ye own is
lasting or secure? Nay! By Myself, the All-Merciful. The days of your life
flee away as a breath of wind, and all your pomp and glory shall be
folded up as were the pomp and glory of those gone before you. Reflect, O
people! What hath become of your bygone days, your lost centuries?
Happy the days that have been consecrated to the remembrance of God,
and blessed the hours which have been spent in praise of Him Who is
the All-Wise. By My life! Neither the pomp of the mighty, nor the wealth
of the rich, nor even the ascendancy of the ungodly will endure. All will
perish, at a word from Him. He, verily, is the All-Powerful, the AllCompelling, the Almighty. What advantage is there in the earthly things
which men possess? That which shall profit them, they have utterly
neglected. Erelong, they will awake from their slumber, and find
themselves unable to obtain that which hath escaped them in the days of
their Lord, the Almighty, the All-Praised. Did they but know it, they
would renounce their all, that their names may be mentioned before His
throne. They, verily, are accounted among the dead.
(Gleanings, pages 138-139)
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The signs of God shine as manifest and resplendent as the sun
amidst the works of His creatures. Whatsoever proceedeth from Him is
apart, and will always remain distinguished, from the inventions of men.
From the Source of His knowledge countless Luminaries of learning and
wisdom have risen, and out of the Paradise of His Pen the breath of the
All Merciful hath continually been wafted to the hearts and souls of men.
Happy are they that have recognized this truth.
(Gleanings, page 144)

They who follow Me must strive, under all circumstances, to promote the
welfare of whosoever will arise for the triumph of My Cause, and must at
all times prove their devotion and fidelity unto him. Happy is the man
that hearkeneth and observeth My counsel. Woe unto him that faileth to
fulfil My wish.
(Gleanings, page 207)

It is incumbent upon every man of insight and understanding to
strive to translate that which hath been written into reality and action.
That one indeed is a man who, today, dedicateth himself to the service of
the entire human race. The Great Being saith: Blessed and happy is he
that ariseth to promote the best interests of the peoples and kindreds of
the earth. In another passage He hath proclaimed: It is not for him to
pride himself who loveth his own country, but rather for him who loveth
the whole world. The earth is but one country, and mankind its citizens.
(Gleanings, page 250)

Say: Beware, O people of Baha, lest ye walk in the ways of them
whose words differ from their deeds. Strive that ye may be enabled to
manifest to the peoples of the earth the signs of God, and to mirror forth
His commandments. Let your acts be a guide unto all mankind, for the
professions of most men, be they high or low, differ from their conduct.
It is through your deeds that ye can distinguish yourselves from others.
Through them the brightness of your light can be shed upon the whole
earth. Happy is the man that heedeth My counsel, and keepeth the
precepts prescribed by Him Who is the All-Knowing, the All-Wise.
(Gleanings, page 305)

CL. When the victory arriveth, every man shall profess himself as
believer and shall hasten to the shelter of God's Faith. Happy are they
who in the days of world-encompassing trials have stood fast in the
Cause and refused to swerve from its truth.
(Gleanings, page 319)

Night hath succeeded day, and day hath succeeded night, and the
hours and moments of your lives have come and gone, and yet none of
you hath, for one instant, consented to detach himself from that which
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perisheth. Bestir yourselves, that the brief moments that are still yours
may not be dissipated and lost. Even as the swiftness of lightning your
days shall pass, and your bodies shall be laid to rest beneath a canopy of
dust. What can ye then achieve? How can ye atone for your past
failure? The everlasting Candle shineth in its naked glory. Behold how it
hath consumed every mortal veil. O ye moth-like lovers of His light!
Brave every danger, and consecrate your souls to its consuming flame.
O ye that thirst after Him! Strip yourselves of every earthly affection, and
hasten to embrace your Beloved. With a zest that none can equal make
haste to attain unto Him. The Flower, thus far hidden from the sight of
men, is unveiled to your eyes. In the open radiance of His glory He
standeth before you. His voice summoneth all the holy and sanctified
beings to come and be united with Him. Happy is he that turneth
thereunto; well is it with him that hath attained, and gazed on the light
of so wondrous a countenance.
(Gleanings, pages 321-322)

If he be kindled with the fire of His love, if he forgoeth all created
things, the words he uttereth shall set on fire them that hear him.
Verily, thy Lord is the Omniscient, the All-Informed. Happy is the man
that hath heard Our voice, and answered Our call. He, in truth, is of
them that shall be brought nigh unto Us.
(Gleanings, page 335)

Say: True liberty consisteth in man's submission unto My
commandments, little as ye know it. Were men to observe that which We
have sent down unto them from the Heaven of Revelation, they would, of
a certainty, attain unto perfect liberty. Happy is the man that hath
apprehended the Purpose of God in whatever He hath revealed from the
Heaven of His Will, that pervadeth all created things. Say: The liberty
that profiteth you is to be found nowhere except in complete servitude
unto God, the Eternal Truth. Whoso hath tasted of its sweetness will
refuse to barter it for all the dominion of earth and heaven.
(Gleanings, page 336)

Whoso cleaveth to justice, can, under no circumstances,
transgress the limits of moderation. He discerneth the truth in all
things, through the guidance of Him Who is the All-Seeing. The
civilization, so often vaunted by the learned exponents of arts and
sciences, will, if allowed to overleap the bounds of moderation, bring
great evil upon men. Thus warneth you He Who is the All-Knowing. If
carried to excess, civilization will prove as prolific a source of evil as it
had been of goodness when kept within the restraints of moderation.
Meditate on this, O people, and be not of them that wander distraught in
the wilderness of error. The Day is approaching when its flame will
devour the cities, when the Tongue of Grandeur will proclaim: "The
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Kingdom is God's, the Almighty, the All-Praised!" All other things are
subject to this same principle of moderation. Render thanks unto thy
Lord Who hath remembered thee in this wondrous Tablet. All Praise be
to God, the Lord of the glorious throne. Were any man to ponder in his
heart that which the Pen of the Most High hath revealed and to taste of
its sweetness, he would, of a certainty, find himself emptied and
delivered from his own desires, and utterly subservient to the Will of the
Almighty. Happy is the man that hath attained so high a station, and
hath not deprived himself of so bountiful a grace.
(Gleanings, pages 342-343)

Happy is the man that hath hearkened to the voice of Him Who is the
Lord of the Kingdom of Utterance, and woe betide the heedless, they that
have strayed far from His truth.
(Gleanings, page 345)

Well is it with them that have fulfilled that which is prescribed in the
Book of God. It is incumbent upon everyone to observe that which God
hath purposed, for whatsoever hath been set forth in the Book by the
Pen of Glory is an effective means for the purging, the purification and
sanctification of the souls of men and a source of prosperity and
blessing. Happy are they that have observed His commandments.
(Huququ'llah, #40)

They who follow Me must strive, under all circumstances, to promote the
welfare of whosoever will arise for the triumph of My Cause, and must at
all times prove their devotion and fidelity unto him. Happy is the man
that hearkeneth and observeth My counsel. Woe unto him that faileth to
fulfil My wish.
(Proclamation of Bahá'u'lláh, page 14)

Beware that ye deny not the favour of God after it hath been sent down
unto you. Better is this for you than that which ye possess; for that
which is yours perisheth, whilst that which is with God endureth. He, in
truth, ordaineth what He pleaseth. Verily, the breezes of forgiveness have
been wafted from the direction of your Lord, the God of Mercy; whoso
turneth thereunto, shall be cleansed of his sins, and of all pain and
sickness. Happy the man that hath turned towards them, and woe betide
him that hath turned aside.
(Proclamation of Bahá'u'lláh, page 17)

The breezes of the Most Merciful have passed over all created things;
happy the man that hath discovered their fragrance, and set himself
towards them with a sound heart. Attire thy temple with the ornament of
My Name, and thy tongue with remembrance of Me, and thine heart with
love for Me, the Almighty, the Most High. We have desired for thee
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naught except that which is better for thee than what thou dost possess
and all the treasures of the earth.
(Proclamation of Bahá'u'lláh, pages 18-19)

Happy the man that hath forsaken his desires, and taken fast hold of
guidance.
(Proclamation of Bahá'u'lláh, page 97)

Happy is the man that pondereth in his heart that which hath been
revealed in the Books of God, the Help in Peril, the Self-Subsisting.
Meditate upon this, O ye beloved of God, and let your ears be attentive
unto His Word, so that ye may, by His grace and mercy, drink your fill
from the crystal waters of constancy, and become as steadfast and
immovable as the mountain in His Cause. Verily I say, this is the Day in
which mankind can behold the Face, and hear the Voice, of the Promised
One. The Call of God hath been raised, and the light of His countenance
hath been lifted up upon men. It behoveth every man to blot out the
trace of every idle word from the tablet of his heart, and to gaze, with an
open and unbiased mind, on the signs of His Revelation, the proofs of His
Mission, and the tokens of His glory.
(Proclamation of Bahá'u'lláh, page 111)

From My laws the sweet smelling savour of My garment can be
smelled, and by their aid the standards of victory will be planted upon
the highest peaks. The Tongue of My power hath, from the heaven of My
omnipotent glory, addressed to My creation these words: 'Observe My
commandments, for the love of My beauty.' Happy is the lover that hath
inhaled the divine fragrance of his Best-Beloved from these words, laden
with the perfume of a grace which no tongue can describe. By My life! He
who hath drunk the choice wine of fairness from the hands of My
bountiful favour, will circle around My commandments that shine above
the Dayspring of My creation.
(Proclamation of Bahá'u'lláh, page 120)

Happy is the man who hath recognized Thee, and discovered the
sweetness of Thy fragrance, and set himself towards Thy kingdom, and
tasted of the things that have been perfected therein by Thy grace and
favor.
(Prayers and Meditations, page 54)

Happy indeed is the man that hath turned towards the sanctuary of Thy
presence, and rid himself of all attachment to any one except Thyself.
(Prayers and Meditations, page 269)

Love accepteth no existence and wisheth no life: He seeth life in
death, and in shame seeketh glory. To merit the madness of love, man
must abound in sanity; to merit the bonds of the Friend, he must be full
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of spirit. Blessed the neck that is caught in His noose, happy the head
that falleth on the dust in the pathway of His love. Wherefore, O friend,
give up thy self that thou mayest find the Peerless One, pass by this
mortal earth that thou mayest seek a home in the nest of heaven. Be as
naught, if thou wouldst kindle the fire of being and be fit for the pathway
of love.
(The Seven Valleys, pages 9-10)

Happy are they that have abandoned them and set their faces towards
Him Who is the Desire of all that are in the heavens and all that are on
the earth.
(Tablets of Bahá'u'lláh, page 10)

Happy art thou who hast turned thy face towards My countenance,
inasmuch as thou hast rent the veils asunder, hast shattered the idols
and recognized thine eternal Lord.
(Tablets of Bahá'u'lláh, page 15)

Happy are they that judge with fairness.
(Tablets of Bahá'u'lláh, page 21)

Happy are they that observe His precepts.
(Tablets of Bahá'u'lláh, page 28)

This Wronged One exhorteth the peoples of the world to observe
tolerance and righteousness, which are two lights amidst the darkness of
the world and two educators for the edification of mankind. Happy are
they who have attained thereto and woe betide the heedless.
(Tablets of Bahá'u'lláh, page 36)

The mysteries of Resurrection and the events of the Last Hour are
openly manifest, but the people are sunk in heedlessness and have
suffered themselves to be wrapt in veils. 'And when the seas shall boil...
And when the Scriptures shall be unrolled.' By the righteousness of God!
The Dawn hath truly brightened and the light hath shone forth and the
night hath receded. Happy are they that comprehend. Happy are they
that have attained thereunto.
(Tablets of Bahá'u'lláh, pages 40-41)

Knowledge is as wings to man's life, and a ladder for his ascent. Its
acquisition is incumbent upon everyone. The knowledge of such
sciences, however, should be acquired as can profit the peoples of the
earth, and not those which begin with words and end with words. Great
indeed is the claim of scientists and craftsmen on the peoples of the
world. Unto this beareth witness the Mother Book on the day of His
return. Happy are those possessed of a hearing ear. In truth, knowledge
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is a veritable treasure for man, and a source of glory, of bounty, of joy, of
exaltation, of cheer and gladness unto him.
(Tablets of Bahá'u'lláh, pages 51-52)

This Wronged One hath invariably treated the wise with affection.
By the wise is meant men whose knowledge is not confined to mere
words and whose lives have been fruitful and have produced enduring
results. It is incumbent upon everyone to honour these blessed souls.
Happy are they that observe God's precepts; happy are they that have
recognized the Truth; happy are they that judge with fairness in all
matters and hold fast to the Cord of My inviolable Justice.
(Tablets of Bahá'u'lláh, page 62)

The light of men is Justice. Quench it not with the contrary winds of
oppression and tyranny. The purpose of justice is the appearance of
unity among men. The ocean of divine wisdom surgeth within this
exalted word, while the books of the world cannot contain its inner
significance. Were mankind to be adorned with this raiment, they would
behold the day-star of the utterance, 'On that day God will satisfy
everyone out of His abundance,' shining resplendent above the horizon of
the world. Appreciate ye the value of this utterance; it is a noble fruit
that the Tree of the Pen of Glory hath yielded. Happy is the man that
giveth ear unto it and observeth its precepts. Verily I say, whatever is
sent down from the heaven of the Will of God is the means for the
establishment of order in the world and the instrument for promoting
unity and fellowship among its peoples. Thus hath the Tongue of this
Wronged One spoken from His Most Great Prison.
(Tablets of Bahá'u'lláh, pages 66-67)

We exhort the men of the House of Justice and command them to
ensure the protection and safeguarding of men, women and children. It
is incumbent upon them to have the utmost regard for the interests of
the people at all times and under all conditions. Blessed is the ruler who
succoureth the captive, and the rich one who careth for the poor, and the
just one who secureth from the wrong doer the rights of the
downtrodden, and happy the trustee who observeth that which the
Ordainer, the Ancient of Days hath prescribed unto him.
(Tablets of Bahá'u'lláh, pages 69-70)

O people of God! Righteous men of learning who dedicate
themselves to the guidance of others and are freed and well guarded from
the promptings of a base and covetous nature are, in the sight of Him
Who is the Desire of the world, stars of the heaven of true knowledge. It
is essential to treat them with deference. They are indeed fountains of
soft-flowing water, stars that shine resplendent, fruits of the blessed
Tree, exponents of celestial power, and oceans of heavenly wisdom.
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Happy is he that followeth them. Verily such a soul is numbered in the
Book of God, the Lord of the mighty Throne, among those with whom it
shall be well.
(Tablets of Bahá'u'lláh, pages 96-97)

Every word of thy poetry is indeed like unto a mirror in which the
evidences of the devotion and love thou cherishest for God and His
chosen ones are reflected. Well is it with thee who hast quaffed the
choice wine of utterance and partaken of the soft flowing stream of true
knowledge. Happy is he who hath drunk his fill and attained unto Him
and woe betide the heedless. Its perusal hath truly proved highly
impressive, for it was indicative of both the light of reunion and the fire of
separation. Far be it from us to despair at any time of the incalculable
favours of God, for if it were His wish He could cause a mere atom to be
transformed into a sun and a single drop into an ocean. He unlocketh
thousands of doors, while man is incapable of conceiving even a single
one.
(Tablets of Bahá'u'lláh, pages 175-176)

Happy are they that have cast behind their backs all else save God and
have held fast unto that which the Lord of strength and power hath
enjoined upon them.
(Tablets of Bahá'u'lláh, page 235)

In this Day the faculty of hearing exclaimeth, 'This is my Day,
wherein I hearken unto the wondrous Voice coming from the precincts of
the Prison of my Lord, the Perspicuous, the Hearing.' And the faculty of
sight calleth aloud, 'Verily this is my Day, for I behold the Dayspring of
glory shining resplendent at the bidding of Him Who is the Ordainer, the
All-Powerful.' Blessed the ear that hath heard the call, 'Behold, and thou
shalt see Me.' and happy the eye that hath gazed upon the most
wondrous Sign, dawning from this luminous horizon.
(Tablets of Bahá'u'lláh, page 239)

This is a Tablet sent down by the All-Merciful from the Kingdom of
utterance unto all that dwell on earth. Happy is the man who hearkeneth
and heedeth and woe betide him who hath erred and doubted. This is the
Day that hath been illumined by the effulgent light of the Countenance of
God - the Day when the Tongue of Grandeur is calling aloud: The
Kingdom is God's, the Lord of the Day of Resurrection.
(Tablets of Bahá'u'lláh, page 253)

In words of incomparable beauty We have made fitting mention of
such leaves and handmaidens as have quaffed from the living waters of
heavenly grace and have kept their eyes directed towards God. Happy
and blessed are they indeed. Ere long shall God reveal their station
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whose loftiness no word can befittingly express nor any description
adequately describe. We admonish thee to do that which will serve to
promote the interests of the Cause of God amongst men and women. He
doth hear the call of the friends and beholdeth their actions. Verily, He is
the Hearing and the Seeing.
(Tablets of Bahá'u'lláh, page 255)

Happy is the faithful one who is attired with the vesture of high
endeavour and hath arisen to serve this Cause. Such a soul hath truly
attained the desired Goal and hath apprehended the Object for which it
hath been created. But a myriad times alas for the wayward who are like
unto dried-up leaves fallen upon the dust. Ere long mortal blasts shall
carry them away to the place ordained for them. Ignorant did they arrive,
ignorant did they linger and ignorant did they retire to their abodes.
(Tablets of Bahá'u'lláh, pages 257-258)

24. Thou art most dear to Us; and, as We love thee, so love We all in
whom may be perceived the goodly adornments of trustworthiness and
uprightness, and such qualities of virtue and integrity as have been
enjoined upon men in the Book of God, the Lord of the Mighty Throne.
Happy the lot of the soul that hath perceived the fragrant breaths of
divine utterance, and given ear to what hath been revealed by God, the
Omniscient, the All-Informed. God hath, verily, willed that His Cause
should be assisted by the hosts of goodly deeds and a righteous
character. Blessed, then, be the man that apprehendeth this truth and
acteth conformably; and woe betide those who ignore or deny it!
(Trustworthiness, #23-#24)

26. Trustworthiness, wisdom and honesty are, of a truth, God's
beauteous adornments for His creatures. These fair garments are a
befitting vesture for every temple. Happy are those that comprehend, and
well is it with them that acquire such virtues.
(Trustworthiness, #26)

Happiness
And now, consider and reflect a moment upon the waywardness of
this people. What could have been the reason for such denial and
avoidance on their part? What could have induced them to refuse to put
off the garment of denial, and to adorn themselves with the robe of
acceptance? Moreover, what could have caused the nonfulfilment of the
divine promise which led the seekers to reject that which they had
accepted? Meditate profoundly, that the secret of things unseen may be
revealed unto you, that you may inhale the sweetness of a spiritual and
imperishable fragrance, and that you may acknowledge the truth that
from time immemorial even unto eternity the Almighty hath tried, and
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will continue to try, His servants, so that light may be distinguished from
darkness, truth from falsehood, right from wrong, guidance from error,
happiness from misery, and roses from thorns. Even as He hath
revealed: "Do men think when they say 'We believe' they shall be let alone
and not be put to proof?"
(Kitab-i-Iqan, pages 8-9)

We desire but the good of the world and the happiness of the
nations; yet they deem Us a stirrer up of strife and sedition worthy of
bondage and banishment.... That all nations should become one in faith
and all men as brothers; that the bonds of affection and unity between
the sons of men should be strengthened; that diversity of religion should
cease, and differences of race be annulled - what harm is there in this?...
Yet so it shall be; these fruitless strifes, these ruinous wars shall pass
away, and the 'Most Great Peace' shall come.... Yet do We see your kings
and rulers lavishing their treasures more freely on means for the
destruction of the human race than on that which would conduce to the
happiness of mankind.... These strifes and this bloodshed and discord
must cease, and all men be as one kindred and one family.... Let not a
man glory in this, that he loves his country; let him rather glory in this,
that he loves his kind....
(Proclamation of Bahá'u'lláh, page 1)

And whenever We said unto them: "Lo, the World Reformer is come,"
they made reply: "He, in truth, is one of the stirrers of mischief." Praise
be to God that thou hast attained!... Thou hast come to see a prisoner
and an exile... We desire but the good of the world and the happiness of
the nations; yet they deem us a stirrer up of strife and sedition worthy of
bondage and banishment... That all nations should become one in faith
and all men as brothers; that the bonds of affection and unity between
the sons of men should be strengthened; that diversity of religion should
cease, and differences of race be annulled what harm is there in this?...
Yet so it shall be; these fruitless strifes, these ruinous wars shall pass
away, and the "Most Great Peace" shall come... Do not you in Europe
need this also? Is not this that which Christ foretold?... Yet do we see
your kings and rulers lavishing their treasures more freely on means for
the destruction of the human race than on that which would conduce to
the happiness of mankind... These strifes and this bloodshed and discord
must cease, and all men be as one kindred and one family... Let not a
man glory in this, that he loves his country; let him rather glory in this,
that he loves his kind...
(Peace, #16-#17)

O ye that dwell on earth! The religion of God is for love and unity;
make it not the cause of enmity or dissension. In the eyes of men of
insight and the beholders of the Most Sublime Vision, whatsoever are the
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effective means for safeguarding and promoting the happiness and
welfare of the children of men have already been revealed by the Pen of
Glory. But the foolish ones of the earth, being nurtured in evil passions
and desires, have remained heedless of the consummate wisdom of Him
Who is, in truth, the All-Wise, while their words and deeds are prompted
by idle fancies and vain imaginings.
(Tablets of Bahá'u'lláh, page 220)

Joy
21. The world's equilibrium hath been upset through the vibrating
influence of this most great, this new World Order. Mankind's ordered
life hath been revolutionized through the agency of this unique, this
wondrous System - the like of which mortal eyes have never witnessed.
Immerse yourselves in the ocean of My words, that ye may unravel its
secrets, and discover all the pearls of wisdom that lie hid in its depths.
Take heed that ye do not vacillate in your determination to embrace the
truth of this Cause - a Cause through which the potentialities of the
might of God have been revealed, and His sovereignty established. With
faces beaming with joy, hasten ye unto Him. This is the changeless Faith
of God, eternal in the past, eternal in the future. Let him that seeketh,
attain it; and as to him that hath refused to seek it - verily, God is SelfSufficient, above any need of His creatures.
(Synopsis of the Kitab-i-Aqdas, pages 27-28)

"Be generous in prosperity, and thankful in adversity. Be worthy of
the trust of thy neighbor, and look upon him with a bright and friendly
face. Be a treasure to the poor, an admonisher to the rich, an answerer
to the cry of the needy, a preserver of the sanctity of thy pledge. Be fair in
thy judgment, and guarded in thy speech. Be unjust to no man, and
show all meekness to all men. Be as a lamp unto them that walk in
darkness, a joy to the sorrowful, a sea for the thirsty, a haven for the
distressed, an upholder and defender of the victim of oppression. Let
integrity and uprightness distinguish all thine acts. Be a home for the
stranger, a balm to the suffering, a tower of strength for the fugitive. Be
eyes to the blind, and a guiding light unto the feet of the erring. Be an
ornament to the countenance of truth, a crown to the brow of fidelity, a
pillar of the temple of righteousness, a breath of life to the body of
mankind, an ensign of the hosts of justice, a luminary above the horizon
of virtue, a dew to the soil of the human heart, an ark on the ocean of
knowledge, a sun in the heaven of bounty, a gem on the diadem of
wisdom, a shining light in the firmament of thy generation, a fruit upon
the tree of humility. We pray God to protect thee from the heat of
jealousy and the cold of hatred. He verily is nigh, ready to answer." Thus
hath My tongue spoken unto one of My Branches (sons), and We have
mentioned it unto such of Our loved ones as have cast away their idle
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fancies, and clung unto that which hath been prescribed unto them in
the day whereon the Day-Star of Certitude hath shone forth above the
horizon of the will of God, the Lord of the worlds. This is the day on
which the Bird of Utterance hath warbled its melody upon the branches,
in the name of its Lord, the God of Mercy. Blessed is the man that hath,
on the wings of longing, soared towards God, the Lord of the Judgment
Day.
(Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, pages 93-94)

It is now incumbent upon them who are endowed with a hearing ear and
a seeing eye to ponder these sublime words, in each of which the oceans
of inner meaning and explanation are hidden, that haply the words
uttered by Him Who is the Lord of Revelation may enable His servants to
attain, with the utmost joy and radiance, unto the Supreme Goal and
Most Sublime Summit the dawning-place of this Voice.
(Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, page 147)

It is clear and evident that all men shall, after their physical death,
estimate the worth of their deeds, and realize all that their hands have
wrought. I swear by the Day Star that shineth above the horizon of
Divine power! They that are the followers of the one true God shall, the
moment they depart out of this life, experience such joy and gladness as
would be impossible to describe, while they that live in error shall be
seized with such fear and trembling, and shall be filled with such
consternation, as nothing can exceed. Well is it with him that hath
quaffed the choice and incorruptible wine of faith through the gracious
favor and the manifold bounties of Him Who is the Lord of all Faiths...
(Gleanings, page 171)

O My servants! Sorrow not if, in these days and on this earthly
plane, things contrary to your wishes have been ordained and manifested
by God, for days of blissful joy, of heavenly delight, are assuredly in store
for you. Worlds, holy and spiritually glorious, will be unveiled to your
eyes. You are destined by Him, in this world and hereafter, to partake of
their benefits, to share in their joys, and to obtain a portion of their
sustaining grace. To each and every one of them you will, no doubt,
attain.
(Gleanings, page 329)

Gather ye together with the utmost joy and fellowship and recite the
verses revealed by the merciful Lord. By so doing the doors to true
knowledge will be opened to your inner beings, and ye will then feel your
souls endowed with steadfastness and your hearts filled with radiant joy.
7. Peruse My verses with joy and radiance. Verily they will attract you
unto God and will enable you to detach yourselves from all else save
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Him. Thus have ye been admonished in God's Holy Writ and in this
resplendent Tablet.
(Importance of Deepening, #6-#7)

Send, therefore, unto my loved ones, O my God, what will cheer
their hearts, and illumine their faces, and delight their souls. Thou
knowest, O my Lord, that their joy is to behold the exaltation of Thy
Cause and the glorification of Thy word. Do Thou unveil, therefore, O my
God, what will gladden their eyes, and ordain for them the good of this
world and of the world which is to come.
(Prayers and Meditations, pages 195-196)

2. Recite ye the verses of God every morning and evening. Whoso reciteth
them not hath truly failed to fulfill his pledge to the Covenant of God and
His Testament and whoso in this day turneth away therefrom, hath
indeed turned away from God since time immemorial. Fear ye God, O
concourse of My servants. Take heed lest excessive reading and too
many acts of piety in the daytime and in the night season make you
vainglorious. Should a person recite but a single verse from the Holy
Writings in a spirit of joy and radiance, this would be better for him than
reciting wearily all the Scriptures of God, the Help in Peril, the SelfSubsisting. Recite ye the verses of God in such measure that ye be not
overtaken with fatigue or boredom. Burden not your souls so as to cause
exhaustion and weigh them down, but rather endeavor to lighten them,
that they may soar on the wings of revealed Verses unto the dawningplace of His signs. This is conducive to nearer access unto God, were ye
to comprehend.
(Spiritual Foundations, #2-#11)

Concerning thine own affairs, if thou wouldst content thyself with
whatever might come to pass it would be praiseworthy. To engage in
some profession is highly commendable, for when occupied with work
one is less likely to dwell on the unpleasant aspects of life. God willing
thou mayest experience joy and radiance, gladness and exultation in any
city or land where thou mayest happen to sojourn. This lowly servant will
never forget that distinguished and kind friend. He hath remembered
and will continue to remember thee. The decree lieth with God, the Lord
of all worlds. I fain would hope He may vouchsafe divine assistance and
grant confirmation in that which is pleasing and acceptable unto Him.
(Tablets of Bahá'u'lláh, page 175)

O My servants! Sorrow not if, in these days and on this earthly
plane, things contrary to your wishes have been ordained and manifested
by God, for days of blissful joy, of heavenly delight, are assuredly in store
for you. Worlds, holy and spiritually glorious, will be unveiled to your
eyes. You are destined by Him, in this world and hereafter, to partake of
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their benefits, to share in their joys, and to obtain a portion of their
sustaining grace. To each and every one of them you will, no doubt,
attain.
(Gleanings, page 329)

Rejoice
Lament not in your hours of trial, neither rejoice therein; seek ye the
Middle Way which is the remembrance of Me in your afflictions and
reflection over that which may befall you in future.
(Synopsis of the Kitab-i-Aqdas, page 15)

LXXXVIII. Know verily that the essence of justice and the source thereof
are both embodied in the ordinances prescribed by Him who is the
Manifestation of the Self of God amongst men, if ye be of them that
recognize this truth. He doth verily incarnate the highest, the infallible
standard of justice unto all creation. Were His law to be such as to
strike terror into the hearts of all that are in heaven and on earth, that
law is naught but manifest justice. The fears and agitation which the
revelation of this law provokes in men's hearts should indeed be likened
to the cries of the suckling babe weaned from his mother's milk, if ye be
of them that perceive. Were men to discover the motivating purpose of
God's Revelation, they would assuredly cast away their fears, and, with
hearts filled with gratitude, rejoice with exceeding gladness.
(Gleanings, page 175)

52. O SON OF MAN! Should prosperity befall thee, rejoice not, and
should abasement come upon thee, grieve not, for both shall pass away
and be no more.
(The Hidden Words, Arabic #52)

If our bodies be, at times, weighed down by our troubles, yet our souls
rejoice with exceeding gladness.
(Prayers and Meditations, page 135)

My lamentations are not for the things which have befallen me in Thy
path, but are due to my recognition that by reason of mine abasement
the hearts of them that love Thee have been sore shaken, and the souls
of Thine adversaries have been so filled with joy that they rejoice over
those who have detached themselves from all except Thee and have
hastened towards the river of Thy remembrance and praise.
(Prayers and Meditations, page 140)

Say: O people! Let not this life and its deceits deceive you, for the
world and all that is therein is held firmly in the grasp of His Will. He
bestoweth His favor on whom He willeth, and from whom He willeth He
taketh it away. He doth whatsoever He chooseth. Had the world been of
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any worth in His sight, He surely would never have allowed His enemies
to possess it, even to the extent of a grain of mustard seed. He hath,
however, caused you to be entangled with its affairs, in return for what
your hands have wrought in His Cause. This, indeed, is a chastisement
which ye, of your own will, have inflicted upon yourselves, could ye but
perceive it. Are ye rejoicing in the things which, according to the
estimate of God, are contemptible and worthless, things wherewith He
proveth the hearts of the doubtful?
(Gleanings, page 209)

O peoples of the world! Forsake all evil, hold fast that which is
good. Strive to be shining examples unto all mankind, and true
reminders of the virtues of God amidst men. He that riseth to serve My
Cause should manifest My wisdom, and bend every effort to banish
ignorance from the earth. Be united in counsel, be one in thought. Let
each morn be better than its eve and each morrow richer than its
yesterday. Man's merit lieth in service and virtue and not in the
pageantry of wealth and riches. Take heed that your words be purged
from idle fancies and worldly desires and your deeds be cleansed from
craftiness and suspicion. Dissipate not the wealth of your precious lives
in the pursuit of evil and corrupt affection, nor let your endeavours be
spent in promoting your personal interest. Be generous in your days of
plenty, and be patient in the hour of loss. Adversity is followed by
success and rejoicings follow woe. Guard against idleness and sloth, and
cling unto that which profiteth mankind, whether young or old, whether
high or low. Beware lest ye sow tares of dissension among men or plant
thorns of doubt in pure and radiant hearts. O ye beloved of the Lord!
Commit not that which defileth the limpid stream of love or destroyeth
the sweet fragrance of friendship. By the righteousness of the Lord! Ye
were created to show love one to another and not perversity and rancour.
Take pride not in love for yourselves but in love for your fellow-creatures.
Glory not in love for your country, but in love for all mankind. Let your
eye be chaste, your hand faithful, your tongue truthful and your heart
enlightened. Abase not the station of the learned in Baha and belittle not
the rank of such rulers as administer justice amidst you. Set your
reliance on the army of justice, put on the armour of wisdom, let your
adorning be forgiveness and mercy and that which cheereth the hearts of
the well-favoured of God.
(Tablets of Bahá'u'lláh, pages 138-139)
Cheer
The Great Being saith: The Tongue of Wisdom proclaimeth: He that hath
Me not is bereft of all things. Turn ye away from all that is on earth and
seek none else but Me. I am the Sun of Wisdom and the Ocean of
Knowledge. I cheer the faint and revive the dead. I am the guiding Light
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that illumineth the way. I am the royal Falcon on the arm of the
Almighty. I unfold the drooping wings of every broken bird and start it on
its flight.
(Tablets of Bahá'u'lláh, page 169)

Convey greetings on behalf of this Wronged One to such handmaidens as
worship God and cheer their hearts with the assurance of His loving
providence. Fix your gaze upon wisdom in all things, for it is an
unfailing antidote. How often hath it turned a disbeliever into a believer
or a foe into a friend? Its observance is highly essential, inasmuch as this
theme hath been set forth in numerous Tablets revealed from the
empyrean of the Will of Him Who is the Manifestation of the light of
divine unity. Well is it with them that act accordingly.
(Tablets of Bahá'u'lláh, page 256)

Content
I implore Thee, O Thou that turnest darkness into light, and revealest
Thy mysteries on the Sinai of Thy Revelation, to aid me, at all times, to
put my trust in Thee, and to commit mine affairs unto Thy care. Make
me, then, O my God, content with that which the finger of Thy decree
hath traced, and the pen of Thy ordinance hath written. Potent art Thou
to do what pleaseth Thee, and in Thy grasp are the reins of all that are in
heaven and on earth.
(Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, pages 8-9)

God's inscrutable Wisdom hath fixed its hour beforehand. Be content, O
people, with that which God hath desired for you and predestined unto
you.
(Gleanings, page 103)

That seeker should, also, regard backbiting as grievous error, and
keep himself aloof from its dominion, inasmuch as backbiting quencheth
the light of the heart, and extinguisheth the life of the soul. He should
be content with little, and be freed from all inordinate desire. He should
treasure the companionship of them that have renounced the world, and
regard avoidance of boastful and worldly people a precious benefit. At
the dawn of every day he should commune with God, and, with all his
soul, persevere in the quest of his Beloved. He should consume every
wayward thought with the flame of His loving mention, and, with the
swiftness of lightning, pass by all else save Him. He should succor the
dispossessed, and never withhold his favor from the destitute. He should
show kindness to animals, how much more unto his fellow-man, to him
who is endowed with the power of utterance. He should not hesitate to
offer up his life for his Beloved, nor allow the censure of the people to
turn him away from the Truth. He should not wish for others that which
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he doth not wish for himself, nor promise that which he doth not fulfil.
With all his heart he should avoid fellowship with evil-doers, and pray for
the remission of their sins. He should forgive the sinful, and never
despise his low estate, for none knoweth what his own end shall be. How
often hath a sinner attained, at the hour of death, to the essence of faith,
and, quaffing the immortal draught, hath taken his flight unto the
Concourse on high! And how often hath a devout believer, at the hour of
his soul's ascension, been so changed as to fall into the nethermost fire!
Our purpose in revealing these convincing and weighty utterances is to
impress upon the seeker that he should regard all else beside God as
transient, and count all things save Him, Who is the Object of all
adoration, as utter nothingness.
(Gleanings, pages 265-266)

Behold how the manifold grace of God, which is being showered
from the clouds of Divine glory, hath, in this day, encompassed the
world. For whereas in days past every lover besought and searched after
his Beloved, it is the Beloved Himself Who now is calling His lovers and is
inviting them to attain His presence. Take heed lest ye forfeit so precious
a favor; beware lest ye belittle so remarkable a token of His grace.
Abandon not the incorruptible benefits, and be not content with that
which perisheth. Lift up the veil that obscureth your vision, and dispel
the darkness with which it is enveloped, that ye may gaze on the naked
beauty of the Beloved's face, may behold that which no eye hath beheld,
and hear that which no ear hath heard. Hear Me, ye mortal birds! In the
Rose Garden of changeless splendor a Flower hath begun to bloom,
compared to which every other flower is but a thorn, and before the
brightness of Whose glory the very essence of beauty must pale and
wither. Arise, therefore, and, with the whole enthusiasm of your hearts,
with all the eagerness of your souls, the full fervor of your will, and the
concentrated efforts of your entire being, strive to attain the paradise of
His presence, and endeavor to inhale the fragrance of the incorruptible
Flower, to breathe the sweet savors of holiness, and to obtain a portion of
this perfume of celestial glory. Whoso followeth this counsel will break
his chains asunder, will taste the abandonment of enraptured love, will
attain unto his heart's desire, and will surrender his soul into the hands
of his Beloved. Bursting through his cage, he will, even as the bird of the
spirit, wing his flight to his holy and everlasting nest.
(Gleanings, pages 320-321)

12. O SON OF BEING!
With the hands of power I made thee and with the fingers of strength I
created thee; and within thee have I placed the essence of My light. Be
thou content with it and seek naught else, for My work is perfect and My
command is binding. Question it not, nor have a doubt thereof.
(The Hidden Words, Arabic #11-#12)
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18. O SON OF SPIRIT!
Ask not of Me that which We desire not for thee, then be content with
what We have ordained for thy sake, for this is that which profiteth thee,
if therewith thou dost content thyself.
(The Hidden Words, Arabic #18)

50. O SON OF MAN!
If adversity befall thee not in My path, how canst thou walk in the ways
of them that are content with My pleasure? If trials afflict thee not in thy
longing to meet Me, how wilt thou attain the light in thy love for My
beauty?
(The Hidden Words, Arabic #50)

2. O SON OF SPIRIT!
The bird seeketh its nest; the nightingale the charm of the rose; whilst
those birds, the hearts of men, content with transient dust, have strayed
far from their eternal nest, and with eyes turned towards the slough of
heedlessness are bereft of the glory of the divine presence. Alas! How
strange and pitiful; for a mere cupful, they have turned away from the
billowing seas of the Most High, and remained far from the most
effulgent horizon.
(The Hidden Words, Persian # 2)

44. O COMPANION OF MY THRONE!
Hear no evil, and see no evil, abase not thyself, neither sigh and weep.
Speak no evil, that thou mayest not hear it spoken unto thee, and
magnify not the faults of others that thine own faults may not appear
great; and wish not the abasement of anyone, that thine own abasement
be not exposed. Live then the days of thy life, that are less than a fleeting
moment, with thy mind stainless, thy heart unsullied, thy thoughts pure,
and thy nature sanctified, so that, free and content, thou mayest put
away this mortal frame, and repair unto the mystic paradise and abide in
the eternal kingdom for evermore.
(The Hidden Words, Persian #44)

It behooveth us, therefore, to make the utmost endeavour, that, by
God's invisible assistance, these dark veils, these clouds of Heaven-sent
trials, may not hinder us from beholding the beauty of His shining
Countenance, and that we may recognize Him only by His own Self. And
should we ask for a testimony of His truth, we should content ourselves
with one, and only one; that thereby we may attain unto Him Who is the
Fountain-head of infinite grace, and in Whose presence all the world's
abundance fadeth into nothingness, that we may cease to cavil at Him
every day and to cleave unto our own idle fancy.
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(Kitab-i-Iqan, pages 74-75)

He in this station is content with the decree of God, and seeth war as
peace, and findeth in death the secrets of everlasting life. With inward
and outward eyes he witnesseth the mysteries of resurrection in the
realms of creation and the souls of men, and with a pure heart
apprehendeth the divine wisdom in the endless Manifestations of God. In
the ocean he findeth a drop, in a drop he beholdeth the secrets of the
sea. Split the atom's heart, and lo! Within it thou wilt find a sun.
(The Seven Valleys, page 12)

We entreat God to graciously aid His servants. What this Wronged
One doth expect from everyone is justice and fairness. Let no one be
content with mere hearing; rather doth it behove everyone to ponder that
which this Wronged One hath revealed.
(Tablets of Bahá'u'lláh, page 130)

This people need no weapons of destruction, inasmuch as they have
girded themselves to reconstruct the world. Their hosts are the hosts of
goodly deeds, and their arms the arms of upright conduct, and their
commander the fear of God. Blessed that one that judgeth with fairness.
By the righteousness of God! Such hath been the patience, the calm, the
resignation and contentment of this people that they have become the
exponents of justice, and so great hath been their forbearance, that they
have suffered themselves to be killed rather than kill, and this
notwithstanding that these whom the world hath wronged have endured
tribulations the like of which the history of the world hath never
recorded, nor the eyes of any nation witnessed. What is it that could
have induced them to reconcile themselves to these grievous trials, and
to refuse to put forth a hand to repel them? What could have caused
such resignation and serenity? The true cause is to be found in the ban
which the Pen of Glory hath, day and night, chosen to impose, and in
Our assumption of the reins of authority, through the power and might
of Him Who is the Lord of all mankind.
(Epistle to the Son of the Wolf, pages 74-75)

Much hath been written in the books of old concerning the various
stages in the development of the soul, such as concupiscence,
irascibility, inspiration, benevolence, contentment, Divine good-pleasure,
and the like; the Pen of the Most High, however, is disinclined to dwell
upon them. Every soul that walketh humbly with its God, in this Day,
and cleaveth unto Him, shall find itself invested with the honor and glory
of all goodly names and stations.
(Gleanings, page 159)
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The virtues and attributes pertaining unto God are all evident and
manifest, and have been mentioned and described in all the heavenly
Books. Among them are trustworthiness, truthfulness, purity of heart
while communing with God, forbearance, resignation to whatever the
Almighty hath decreed, contentment with the things His Will hath
provided, patience, nay, thankfulness in the midst of tribulation, and
complete reliance, in all circumstances, upon Him. These rank,
according to the estimate of God, among the highest and most laudable
of all acts. All other acts are, and will ever remain, secondary and
subordinate unto them...
(Gleanings, page 290)

50. O QUINTESSENCE OF PASSION!
Put away all covetousness and seek contentment; for the covetous hath
ever been deprived, and the contented hath ever been loved and praised.
(The Hidden Words, Persian #50)

Once again We exhort all believers to observe justice and fairness and to
show forth love and contentment. They are indeed the people of Baha,
the companions of the Crimson Ark. Upon them be the peace of God, the
Lord of all Names, the Creator of the heavens.
(Tablets of Bahá'u'lláh, page 134)

In the Name of God, the Exalted, the Most High The source of all good is
trust in God, submission unto His command, and contentment with His
holy will and pleasure. The essence of wisdom is the fear of God, the
dread of His scourge and punishment, and the apprehension of His
justice and decree. The essence of religion is to testify unto that which
the Lord hath revealed, and follow that which He hath ordained in His
mighty Book. The source of all glory is acceptance of whatsoever the
Lord hath bestowed, and contentment with that which God hath
ordained. The essence of love is for man to turn his heart to the Beloved
One, and sever himself from all else but Him, and desire naught save
that which is the desire of his Lord. True remembrance is to make
mention of the Lord, the All-Praised, and forget aught else beside Him.
True reliance is for the servant to pursue his profession and calling in
this world, to hold fast unto the Lord, to seek naught but His grace,
inasmuch as in His Hands is the destiny of all His servants. The essence
of detachment is for man to turn his face towards the courts of the Lord,
to enter His Presence, behold His Countenance, and stand as witness
before Him. The essence of understanding is to testify to one's poverty,
and submit to the Will of the Lord, the Sovereign, the Gracious, the AllPowerful. The source of courage and power is the promotion of the Word
of God, and steadfastness in His Love. The essence of charity is for the
servant to recount the blessings of his Lord, and to render thanks unto
Him at all times and under all conditions. The essence of faith is
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fewness of words and abundance of deeds; he whose words exceed his
deeds, know verily his death is better than his life. The essence of true
safety is to observe silence, to look at the end of things and to renounce
the world. The beginning of magnanimity is when man expendeth his
wealth on himself, on his family and on the poor among his brethren in
his Faith. The essence of wealth is love for Me; whoso loveth Me is the
possessor of all things, and he that loveth Me not is indeed of the poor
and needy. This is that which the Finger of Glory and Splendour hath
revealed. The source of all evil is for man to turn away from his Lord and
set his heart on things ungodly. The most burning fire is to question the
signs of God, to dispute idly that which He hath revealed, to deny Him
and carry one's self proudly before Him. The source of all learning is the
knowledge of God, exalted be His Glory, and this cannot be attained save
through the knowledge of His Divine Manifestation. The essence of
abasement is to pass out from under the shadow of the Merciful and
seek the shelter of the Evil One. The source of error is to disbelieve in
the One true God, rely upon aught else but Him, and flee from His
Decree. True loss is for him whose days have been spent in utter
ignorance of his self. The essence of all that We have revealed for thee is
Justice, is for man to free himself from idle fancy and imitation, discern
with the eye of oneness His glorious handiwork, and look into all things
with a searching eye. Thus have We instructed thee, manifested unto
thee Words of Wisdom, that thou mayest be thankful unto the Lord, thy
God, and glory therein amidst all peoples.
(Tablets of Bahá'u'lláh, pages 155-157)
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